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FAIR ACGESS

We aim to:

Acej kgxg" WE CUX "by hetpindkstudedtntg rhakeq ¢
Informed decisions about their next steps T whatever their
background or circumstances

Acollaborate with charities and expert networks
Asupport schools and colleges and other key influencers

Ag p u wt g 'prodadt @nd services meet the needs of
under-represented students

Ahelp universities and collegeswiden access and
participation and connect them to students who need

support We support fair access

Ause our data and insights to understand barriers and and work to remove
challenges T and work to remove them :
barriers for under

Alisten!
isten represented students




UCAS

THE " 1" 'CYGLE

WHAT YOU NEED T0 KNOW NOW

¥ Public




Personal statement reform
A A new threepart structure
A New and updated resources to support advisers
and students

SUMMARY OF KEY [ cetarmms

The application fee will be £28.95

FSM fee walver payment option
A Can be used alongside current application fee
payment options

A Manage what your students see on the payment
‘ page to suit your centre

A A Waiver option only visible to eligible applicants

S . Changes to ECD and RBD dates
\,, ) A Mid-week ECD

V) Cycie 10¢ 1 . = A Reintroduction of advisory DBD deadline in March
Everything you need to prep'areforthe 2026 application cycle all in one place. A 13 I\/Iay RBD

)
v

Conservatoires reference
A Applicants must submit contact details only for
one referee

A Referees only contacted where necessary



https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/2026-cycle-toolkit

KEY DATES: UNDERGRADUATE APPLICATION

Q 5 May 2025 Q 9 July 2025 2153%"{})2025 o 26 Feb 2026 ffs‘_’(;‘g)e Q 18 Oct 2026
. Adviser Portal ' Conservatoire ' Deadline for . UCAS Extra " Final main " Final Clearing
- opens for - applications i g;‘;ﬁﬁ,id e and | OPens  scheme . choice
- 2026 entry ' open . most me?:lié:ine, | ' deadline  deadline for
i i i veterinary and i i i 2026
i i . dentistry courses | i i
—I—?—I—?—l—?—.—r—l—r—l—h
2026 ~ Completed i i i
. undergraduate | applications . Equal | |
. applications . can be . Consideration ' Undergraduate
. open - submitted . Deadline . RBD . Clearing opens

O 12 May 2025 O 1 Sept 2025 O 14 Jan 2026 O 12 May O 4 July

View all the key dates atwww.ucas.com/ key-dates-timeline



http://www.ucas.com/%20key-dates-timeline

UCAS

PERSONAL STATEMENT 2026 CYCLE SUPPORT

Suggested
time

Lesson Activity Summary Resources

Activity 1: What is a skill?

il Sl . L |-. -.I." .I. [ - .'.':.ll 1= :' I 1% : '..'
dictionary definitions of the word skill. Do they
agres with these definticns?

in pairs or growps can they write thedr own
definition of what a skill a7 Why o they
thing if s impoirtant to think about skilks for the

ADMISSIBLEEVIDENGE Uchs |

ACTIVITY SHEET DN e

of skill categories.
Looking &t the exampes af evelenos, Camn Yo IZENRITY My you airesmy Ny e 2vI0 O J ) I"l_"'-- are 005 | “- -'--|_| = T |'_ = =
h qht vour personal experlsnces, skills or knowledge? List the name of a book you've resd, & - skills; for simmplcity we are explonng it as

UTOUTSHE @i\ | e s
INDEPENDENCE COMMUNICATION se. ot nt, o hings we v

Perzonal skills: abilities we are born wit

based skills: skillz that are specif
PLAYING A MUSICAL S R opirratansopmmmin

TEAMWORK INSTRUMENT

INTEGRITY DRIVING

Paired or group diseusslon: students to thin
f 3 ples of skills that might fa

PATIENCE NUMERACY

LITERAGY CHEMIGAL ANALYSIS ur dighel footpeiat, to look for evidence

vatehed, read, or listened o are there zny

SPEAKING A LANGUAGE

HE"-EE"']H W& DEEN MESEarchnmeg 1or 8 peess O WOrk you re siudy ,I -

PROBLEM SOLVING FIRST AID

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

ATTENTION TO DETAIL



https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=Resources%20and%20training%20for%20the%20new%20personal%20statement
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=New%20personal%20statements%3A%20What%20you%20need%20to%20know
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards/personal-statement-2026-entry-classroom-resources#:~:text=More%20information-,Classroom%20resources,-Introductory%20slides
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards/personal-statement-2026-entry-classroom-resources#:~:text=(133.05%20KB)-,Personal%20statement%20checklists,-We%27ve%20created%20some
https://www.ucas.com/file/955926/download?token=zZwvJk9c
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=FAQs%20for%202026%20personal%20statements

UCAS

THE UCAS
APPLICATION
PROCESS

Sharing individual support needs




SHARING SUPPORT NEEDS

Personal details

@ Section in progress

Contact details

Address emall and te echone

Diversity & inclusion

Addmonal equality information

Nationality details

Birthplace and nationalities

Supporting information

So that providers know how to support

you durng your studies

Where you live

Tell us about your agdress history

Finance & funding

Tell us how vou'll fund your study
> g |

Start this section

More about you

Tell us about any circumstances that you
rmught need support for during your
studies.

Start this section

Start this section

Start this section




THE MORE f\s
ABOUTYOU  MoRe asout vou
SEGTION

€ Return to application overview

Perzonzl details Here, you can tell us about any circumstances that you might need suppart for during your studies. You might feel
uncertain about sharing your personal circumsiances but we want to reassure you that this information 1s confidentia
' Contact and residency and will not negatively impact your application
detas We don't need you to give details — this information will be shared with those invalved in making arrangements to
support you at the university or college (e.g. the student support team, admissions staff), and they may get in touch to
Mationality detalls

tell you more

None

A visual impairment uncorrected by glasses (e.g. blindness or partial sight)

A hearing impairment (e.g. deafness or partial hearing)

A long-term iliness or health condition which may involve pain or cause fatigue, loss of concentration or breathing difficulties — including any effects from taking associated medication.
A mental health condition, challenge or disorder (e.g. anxiety or depression)

A learning difference (e.g. dyslexia, dyspraxia, or AD(H)D)

A physical impairment or challenges with mobility (e.g. climbing stairs or uneven surfaces), or dexterity (e.g. using a keyboard or laboratory equipment)

A condition or impairment not listed (please give details in the box below)

Two or more impairments or conditions (please give details in the box below)

A social, behavioural or communication impairment (e.g. an autistic spectrum condition, Tourette's Syndrome, or speech and language difficulties including stammering)




THE MORE
ABOUT YOU
SEGTION

Would you consider yourself estranged from both your parents (i.e. you are not in contact with and supported by
either of your parents)?

(O Yes (O No

Do you have any unpaid caring responsibilities (not including parenting)?

(O Yes (O No

Are you a parent or do you have parenting responsibilities for a child aged 17 or under?

(O Yes () No

Do you have official refugee status or limited leave to remain, or are you seeking asylum?

O No O The UK government has granted me refugee status or humanitarian protection in the UK

O | have limited or discretionary leave to remain in the UK O I'm currently seeking asylum in the UK

Do you have a parent or carer who currently serves in the UK Armed Forces, or who has done so in the past?

O Yes O No

Have you ever served in the UK Armed Forces?

(O Yes (O No

Are you currently receiving free school meals, or were you in receipt of free school meals between the ages of 11
to 187

(O Yes (O No (O Don'tknow

Help for caring
responsibilities

Select Yes If you're responsible for providing

unpaid care to someone who has, for example:

a long-term illness

a disability

a mental health condition

an addiction

temporary care needs following, for example,

an accident or operation

If you select Yes, your information will be
treated in confidence, to help the university or
college provide the right support for you. It may
also be used for monitoring purposes to inform
and improve support for future students who

have care responsibilities.

Find out more about applying to university If

you are a carer. For more information about




Where can | get more information about applying to university or college if | am estranged
from my family? =rhow znsve @

1 = ™ - el ] HHHI 1 ~ T |-|.._-a-—.— Tl IF\.
[ ] EIF‘-\.! '-'I-I- Fr_l'-'l: = .-\_-I-\.t : g I|'I|r-”.| -C I_I I!:. -.\'\'I.Il'I 0 --C =

R . L e

ege if you're estranged from your parent.
| have been in care in the past — am | care experienced or estranged? riczznzwer ©

If you've been in local authority care at any time in your past, you may be considered ‘care experienced’ — there's a
separate question on the application to share information about this.

You're free to choose Yes for both questions — the university or college may get in touch to find out more so they know
how to help you the best they can

Find out more about applying to university or college If you have been in care. EXte n d e d FAQ_ Styl e

Related topics Applying to study in 2022 — estranged
direct link

Should | mention my circumstances in the personal statement? zrow znzver @

Although this question was introduced so estranged students didn't have to use their personal statement to explain their

| am an international student, so | will be studying away from my family - is this the same
thil‘lg? show answer @

-

Mo — an estranged student's relationship with their parents has broken down and they have removed themselves from
How iIs information about estrangement used? =how znzv=r @
This information 1s shared (securely) with those who are responsible for supporting you at university or college (e.g. the

Why would a university or college want to know if | am estranged from my family? =row

answer @)




SECGTION

Profile

Personal details

Name, age, title and gender

v/ Section complete

Contact details

Address, emall and telephone

v/ Section complete

Diversity & inclusion

Additional equality information

Nationality details

Birthplace and nationalities

v/ Section complete

Supporting information

So that providers know how to support

you during your studies

Start this section

More about you

Tell us about any circumstances that you
might need support for during your

studies.

@ Section in progress

Start this section

Where you live

Tell us about your address history

v/ Section complete

Finance & funding

Tell us how you'll fund your study

+ Section complete

UCAS

12



SECGTION

Care support information

Have you been In care?
Select yes If you've ever [ived in public care or as a looked-after child, including:

- with foster carers under local authority care

-In & residential children's home

- being looked after at home' under a supervision order
- living with friends or relatives in kinship care

Mote: This does not refer to time spent in boarding schools, working in a care or healthcare setting, or if you are a carer
yourself. Please note that eligibility for support may differ between higher education providers — we strongly

recommend contacting the student support team in advance of making an application

(@) Yes () No

Duration in care *

JEE

Less than 1 week
1 week - 3 months
3 months - 1 year
1 year - 3 years

3 years or more

UCAS

13



APPLICATION FEE WAIVER
FOR STUDENTS IN RECEIPT
OF FREE SCHOOL MEALS

A From the 2025 cycle onwards

A For students applying through a
UCAS registered centre

A Applicant must have been in receipt
of government-funded FSM during
last siIX years

A Student shares they have received
FSM which Is confirmed by the
registered centre

UCAS

A

-

Advisers: Free school meals appiication fee waiver
guide

An overview for those supporting eligible applicants applying to undergraduate courses.

What is the free school meals fee
waiver?

For students who have received UK government funded free school meals (FSM) during
the last six years up until the end of their final year at school or college, we have waived
the application fee. The fee waiver aims to open more doors to accessing higher
education for disadvantaged students.

% DR JO SAXTON, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, UCAS

As the rising cost-of-living continues to present challenges to
everyone, particularly those suffering financial hardship, | am keen
to ensure that at UCAS, we do everything we can to support
students in taking their next step.

What's new for 20267

We're introducing a new application fee payment option that can be used alongside
current payment options, ensuring you can manage what students see on the payment

page to suit your centre.

The free schools meals waiver payment option will only be visible to students who have
indicated their eligibility by selecting 'yes’ to the FSM question in ‘More about you' (UK

applicants only).

’- “ o Step-by-step guide to
the FSM fee waiver

Our detailed step-by-step guide

will help you understand how the
Q FSM fee waiver works.

Please share this guidance with

your colleagues.

Access the adviser guidance here

Access the student-facing page here



https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/application-overview/advisers-free-school
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/what-can-i-do-next/students-individual-needs/students-eligible-free-school-meals-fsm

UCAS

FAIR ACCESS INSIGHTS

Y] cv" WECUX"fcvc"oc !
about under-represented students




DATA AND
INSIGHT

WHAT IS THE EXPERTENGE
OF YOUNG ADULT GARERS
IN EDUCATION?

UCAS

NEXT STEPS

WHAT IS THE EXPERIENGE
OF DISABLED STUDENTS
IN EDUCATION?

In collaboration with

P Pearson

UCAS

NEXT STEPS:

WHAT IS THE EXPERIENGE
OF STUDENTS FROM
ACAREBAGKGROUND
IN EDUCATION?

In collaboration with

STARTING THE
CONVERSATION

UCAS REPORT ON
STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH

NEXT STEPS

WHERE NEXT?

WHAT INFLUENGES
THE CHOIGES SCHOOL
LEAVERS MAKE?



https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports/next-steps-what-experience-young-adult-carers-education?hash=5ukbVLAd0D0yiLTNx2if3C5Kx2uIECeYH0R6mmuVc24
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IN EDUGATION?



UCAS

YOUNG ADULT CARERS

14,000

12,000

10,000

8,000

m 2023
m 2024

6,000

4,000

2,000

17 and under 21 - 24

18 19




YOUNG ADULT CARERS ARE DRAWN T0
HEALTH AND GARE COURSES

Subjects with an over-representation of young adult carer applicants

(CAH1%4) health and social carb9%

(CAHOZ24) nursing and midwifemb 7%

(CAHOZ2) pharmacology, toxicology and pharnme2§%
(CAHO101) medicine and dentistm? 7%

(CAHOZ5) medical sciences23%

(CAH18)1) law+21%

(CAHOZ06) allied health*16%

(CAHO04)1) psychology+-11%

(CAH151) sociology, social policy and anthropal®gYo

(CAH221) education and teachir%

(CAHO704) general, applied and forensic sciene2%o




YOUNG ADULT CARERS TEND TO APPLY CLOSER TU HOME

45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%

5%

0%

30 minutes or 30 - 60 minutes 60 - 90 Mminutes90 - 120 minute420 - 180 minutesMore than 180

less

- Caring responsibilities

No caring responsibilities

minutes

Young adult
carers are

39%

more likely to live
at home while
they study




UCAS

71%rarely or never spoke to support Top 5 most Important factors In
staff about caring responsibilities decision making:

63% did not receive guidance at 1. Ability to travel home easily

school/college about applying to HE 2. Al_C%iAity t(i l?_alance itudies
specific to their carer status with part-time wor

3. Access to mental health —[FSsaeRais
69% were unaware of available and wellbeing support was largely
support In HE before they started 4. Ability to live at home ir::‘]lgﬁnccaer?nby
their own research while studying responsibilitiges

5. Help with the costs of graduation




